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-The History and Significance of Kokka kangyiJ一
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In spreading Buddhism across East Asia, monastic leaders sought support 

from kings and emperors. Without the ruler's backing the sar:pgha could not 

prosper; persecution by heads of state inimical to the dharma at times 

threatened its very existence. One survival strategy, seen for example in the 

so-called "nation-protecting sutras" such as the Golden Light(]inguangming 

jing金光明経）and Humane Kings (Renwang jing仁王経） sutras, was· to 

promise peace and prosperity for those countries whose kings protect the true 

dharma and to threaten disaster—famines, epidemics, invasion, and revolt—for 

those countries whose sovereigns permit the true dharma to be slighted or 

maligned. Where rulers opposed Buddhism, prominent clerics sometimes risked 

their lives to speak out in protest. 

In Japan, such cases were rare, as the court had embraced Buddhism since 

the time of its introduction in the sixth century. By the medieval period, the 

normative concept of state-sar:pgha relations had become " the mutual 

dependence of the king's dharma and the buddha-dharma" (obo buppo soi王法

仏法相依），a relationship often likened to the two wheels of a cart or the two 

wings of a bird.1 In exchange for the patronage of ruling elites, clerics of leading 

temples representing the Tendai, Shingon, Hosso, Zen, and other Buddhist 

traditions provided protective rites and religious legitimation that sustained the 

system of rule. A striking exception was the priest Nichiren日蓮(1222-1282),

who in the thirteenth century challenged this system by calling upon leaders of 

the Bakufu or shogunate to cease support for all other Buddhist forms and to 
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